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Sec. B.1101.2  CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND – ONE-TIME LIST 1 

(a)  In fiscal year 2021, funds are appropriated from the Coronavirus Relief 2 

Fund (CRF) as follows: 3 

* * * 4 

(14)  To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development for the 5 

Recreation Safety Grants:  $5,000,000 is appropriated for grants to Vermont 6 

ski area businesses to make necessary physical improvements to their facilities 7 

in order to mitigate public health and safety risks to the public due to the 8 

COVID-19 public health emergency. 9 

(15)  To the Department of Tourism and Marketing for the Restart 10 

Vermont Marketing Program: $4,000,000.00 for the Restart Vermont 11 

Marketing Program to publicize the resumption of activities and steps taken to 12 

ensure a safe experience and to encourage visitation and consumer spending in 13 

Vermont to support businesses that have suffered economic harm due to the 14 

COVID-19 public health emergency.  The Department shall coordinate with 15 

regional partners in developing and implementing marketing strategies 16 

that ensure regional and Statewide benefits from the Program. 17 

(16)  To the Vermont State Colleges, in coordination with the 18 

Department of Labor, for workforce training: $2,300,000.00 to serve 19 

Vermonters who have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic through 20 
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layoffs, furloughs, reduced hours, or due to being employed in an industry that 1 

has been severely affected.  2 

(A)  The funds awarded pursuant to this subdivision (16) are to: 3 

(i)  offer courses and workshops to upskill affected Vermonters in 4 

their current industry or reskill Vermonters who desire a change in their career 5 

path for more economic stability, which may include training for Vermonters 6 

to transition to the child care sector and business technical assistance for small 7 

businesses; and 8 

(ii)  provide for necessary school supplies, wrap-around services, 9 

marketing of the program, and support staff. 10 

(B)  Any funds provided in this subdivision (16) that remain 11 

unencumbered as of November 15, 2020 shall revert to the Agency of 12 

Commerce and Community Development for grants pursuant to 2020 Acts and 13 

Resolves No. 137, Sec. 6. 14 

Sec. B.1102.  2020 Acts and Resolves No. 137, Sec. 6 is amended to read: 15 

Sec. 6  COVID-19; ECONOMIC SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES AND 16 

             INDIVIDUALS 17 

(a)  Appropriations; grants.  The following amounts are appropriated from 18 

the Coronavirus Relief Fund to the named recipients to provide grants to 19 

businesses that have suffered economic harm due to the COVID-19 public 20 

health emergency and economic crisis. 21 
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(1)  $82,000,000.00 for additional emergency economic recovery grants 1 

pursuant to 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 115 (S.350), Secs. 2–3 2 

$143,700,000.00 for grants to businesses that meet the eligibility criteria in 3 

subsection (c) of this section as follows:  4 

(A)  $56,000,000.00 $117,700,000.00 to the Agency of Commerce 5 

and Community Development. 6 

(B)  $26,000,000.00 to the Department of Taxes. 7 

* * * 8 

(5)  $5,000,000.00 to the Agency of Commerce and Community 9 

Development to grant to the Vermont Arts Council for grants to nonprofit arts 10 

and cultural organizations.  For purposes of calculating reduction in revenue 11 

under this subdivision, “revenue” does not include tax-deductible charitable 12 

contributions. 13 

* * * 14 

(c)  Eligibility; grant amount; terms; guidelines.   15 

(1)  To be eligible for a grant under subsection (a) or (b) of this section, a 16 

business must meet the following eligibility criteria and comply with the 17 

guidelines adopted pursuant to 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 115 (S.350) unless 18 

otherwise provided in this section, except that a business must demonstrate that 19 

it suffered a 50 percent or greater reduction in revenue due to the COVID-19 20 

public health emergency and economic crisis in a monthly or quarterly period 21 
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from March 1, 2020 to September 1, 2020 as compared to the same period in 1 

2019 subdivision (4) of this subsection: 2 

(A)  The business is a private, for-profit or nonprofit organization that 3 

is domiciled or has its primary place of business in Vermont. 4 

(B)  The business is either open at the time of application or is closed 5 

due to the COVID-19 public health emergency but has a good-faith plan for 6 

reopening. 7 

(C)  The business demonstrates need based on economic loss due to 8 

the COVID-19 public health emergency from March 1, 2020 to December 1, 9 

2020. 10 

(2)(A) The Agency shall establish standards for determining the amount 11 

of grant awards, considering the amount of need demonstrated in subdivision 12 

(1)(C) of this subsection, provided that a business may not receive more than 13 

$300,000.00 in grant awards pursuant to 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 115 and 14 

this act.  15 

(B)  Notwithstanding subdivision (2)(A) of this subsection, upon the 16 

Agency’s request and demonstration of need, the Joint Fiscal Committee may 17 

approve additional grant funding to a business in excess of the maximum grant 18 

amount. 19 



(dr req 21- – draft 6.1) Page 5 of 8 

9/15/2020 - DPH - 08:58 PM 

 

 

VT LEG #350238 v.6 

 

(3)  The Agency shall consider whether and by set standards for how 1 

much grant awards should be adjusted based on whether an applicant has 2 

received financial assistance from other sources. 3 

(4)  The Agency may coordinate with local, regional, and State economic 4 

development partners to administer grants pursuant to this section.  5 

(5)  The Agency shall:  6 

(A)  adopt a process, procedures, and guidelines for the 7 

implementation of this section, including internal controls, an internal audit 8 

process, and an internal performance review process; 9 

(B)  submit information concerning the processes, procedures, and 10 

guidelines implementing this section not later than five days before the 11 

guidelines take effect to the House Committees on Commerce and Economic 12 

Development and on Appropriations and to the Senate Committees on 13 

Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and on Appropriations; 14 

(C)  publish information concerning the guidelines and procedures, 15 

conduct marketing and outreach to communities that historically have not had 16 

equal access to financial or government services, and provide technical 17 

assistance to potential grant recipients; 18 

(D)  provide and maintain current, Internet-based information 19 

available to the public concerning the recipients and amounts of grants 20 

awarded; and 21 
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(E)  collect and publish demographic and other relevant data 1 

concerning grant recipients; and 2 

(F)  provide bi-weekly updates to the General Assembly concerning 3 

the implementation of this section. 4 

* * * 5 

(e)  Prohibition on multiple sources of funding.   6 

(1)  A business may not receive a grant of Coronavirus Relief Fund 7 

monies from more than one source, except that a business in the dairy sector 8 

may apply for a grant under subdivision (a)(2)(B) of this section, provided that 9 

the award is not for the same purpose covered under other assistance from the 10 

Fund. 11 

* * * 12 

(g)  Emergency economic recovery grant funds; transfer.  If any funds 13 

appropriated to Agency of Commerce and Community Development and the 14 

Department of Taxes in 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 115 (S.350) remain both 15 

unencumbered and unspent as of August 1, 2020, the Agency and Department 16 

shall combine and administer those funds with the amounts made available to 17 

them in this section, subject to the standards and criteria established in this 18 

section. 19 

* * *  Option 1:  ACCD Consumer Stimulus * * * 20 

Sec. B.1103.  BUY LOCAL CONSUMER STIMULUS 21 
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(a)  The amount of $17,000,000.00 is appropriated from the Coronavirus 1 

Relief Fund to the Department of Tourism and Marketing for a consumer and 2 

business stimulus program to maximize the consumer spending power of 3 

Vermonters and to support Vermont businesses suffering economic harm due 4 

to continued capacity and travel restrictions imposed in response to COVID-5 

19. 6 

(b)  Under the program, the Department shall provide direct incentive 7 

payments to businesses selected by participating Vermonters, who may redeem 8 

the incentives at the businesses selected.  The Department may give priority 9 

to the hospitality industry or other sectors that it determines have critical 10 

need for support through the Program. 11 

(c)  Participation in the stimulus program is open to Vermonters who 12 

received unemployment insurance benefits pursuant to 21 V.S.A. chapter 17 or 13 

Pandemic Unemployment Assistance pursuant to pursuant to the Coronavirus 14 

Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, Pub. L. No. 116–136, § 2102, for one 15 

or more weekly benefit periods beginning on or after September 27, 2020. 16 

(d)  Subject to any applicable requirements or restrictions provided pursuant 17 

to federal law, the Department of Labor shall provide the Agency with the 18 

contact information for eligible participants pursuant to 21 VSA 1314(e)(1). 19 

(e)  Any funds provided to businesses that remain unclaimed by a Program 20 

participant as of November 15, 2020 shall revert to the Agency of Commerce 21 
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and Community Development for grants pursuant to 2020 Acts and Resolves 1 

No. 137, Sec. 6. 2 

* * * Option 2: Additional Unemployment Support * * * 3 

Sec. B.1103.  ADDITIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT SUPPORT  4 

(a)  The amount of $17,000,000.00 is appropriated from the Coronavirus 5 

Relief Fund to the Department of Labor to provide direct grants, subject to 6 

available funding, of not more than $100.00 per week for not more than 7 

five weeks to Vermonters who received unemployment insurance benefits 8 

pursuant to 21 V.S.A. chapter 17 or Pandemic Unemployment Assistance 9 

pursuant to pursuant to the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 10 

Act, Pub. L. No. 116–136, § 2102, for one or more weekly benefit periods 11 

beginning on or after September 27, 2020. 12 

(b)  Any funds appropriated in this section that remain unencumbered as of 13 

November 15, 2020 shall revert to the Agency of Commerce and Community 14 

Development for grants pursuant to 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 137, Sec. 6. 15 


